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US HISTORY, GOVERNMENT AND VOTING MADE EASY! 


This education lesson is a volunteer fair use ESL instructional modality. It is one of my 

previous volunteer ESL lessons. It is posted to encourage ESL instructional planning creativity. 

This is a sample ESL high interest, multicultural, vocabulary, discourse, and reading comprehension builde 
lesson, coupled with effective grammar exercises. The materials are designed for middle, 

high school, adult education, and college level intermediate ESL. Subjects covered: 

US Government, The Three Branches Of Government, How A Bill Becomes A Law, 

Levels of Government, Citizenship, Election Day, Civil Rights Timeline, and Election Day 


https://www.theeslexcellenceinstitute.com/ 


US GOVERNMENT, HOW A BILL 


ESL 
EXCELLENCE BECOMES ALAW, LEVELS OF 


INSTITUTE GOVERNMENT, CIVIL RIGHTS 
TIMELINE, ELECTION DAY 


BUILDING THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 


Declaration of Independence Articles of Confederation 
July 4, 1776 1781 
Forma! separation from Established a2 weak form of 
Great Britain government 


Constitution of-the United States Bill: of Rights 
| «1787 1791 
Established the busi of law in the Added to the Constitution to 
United States . protect rights of citizens 


aS Answer Yes or No. 


1. Was the Declaration of Independence written ian : . : 
before the Constitution of the United States? L. The Constitution was written in (1787/1776). 
2. Was the Declaration of Independence 
written to declare separation from France? 


3. Was the Constitution of the United States 
written in 1788? 


2. The (Bill of Rights’ Articles of Confederation) 
established a weak form of government. 


3. The Declaration of Independence was 
written to declare our separation from 
(Great Britain; the colonies). 


4. The Bill of Rights was added to the 
(Constitution; Declaration of Independence). J 
5. The purpose of the Bill of Rights is to 
(form a government; protect citizens). 


4. Was the Bill of Rights added to the 
Articles of Confederation? 


5. Does the Bill of Rights protect the rights of 
citizens? 


BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 


Constitution Defines the Branches of Government 


ee eee 


bi & ‘Anewet the questions: So: 205 
lL. are the two houses of the 


What Congress? 


2. What are the different kinds of courts? 

3. Who are the leaders of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives? 

4. Who appoints the judicial branch? 


$. What does the legislative branch of the 
government do? 


The Capito! Building 
Congress 


Tn ee ae ar 
q: - Answer Yes or No. : 
1. Are there two senators from each state? 
2. Are there two members of the House of 
Representatives from cach state? 


3. Does Congress levy taxes? 

4. Does Congress interpret laws? 

5. Does Maryland have cight representatives 
in the House? 


1. Congress can declare (officials; war). 
2. The Capitol Building is located in (New 
Jersey; Washington, D.C.). 


. The branch of government that can levy 
taxes is the (executive, legislative) branch. 
4. The number of representatives in the House 


from each state is determined by the 
(location; population). 


5. The legislative branch can (interpret; make) 
laws. 


HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW GOVERNMENT 


President signs bill into law or vetoes bill 


. What are the first three steps in a bill 
becoming a law? 
3. What role does the House of 
Representatives play in the process? 


4. What role does the Senate play in the 
process? 


5. What role does the president play in the 
process? - : 
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1. The committee always approves a bill. 


2. The last step is the president signs the bill 
into law. . 


3. The bill goes to the Senate before it goes to 
the House. 


THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH 


POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT 
t. He appossts cabtact members, essBassadocs, and federal S. He peepares the federal governmest’s badget 

pecans & He keeps Coogren nformed abot the state of the nation 
He proposes law to Congress, 7. He recenves formgs ambaruadons. 
He is comemasder is chef of the armed forces. 3 
% 


He mut approve or veto all bells passed by Congress 


» 


. He comdocts foerigs relatiocs. 
. He may pardoo those accused of comes agacnat the feteral 


et 


- —— - 


]. Is the president the commander in chief of 1. The ment of (Interior; Education) is 
the armed forces? in charge of rules for schools. 


. ; 2. The Department of (State/ Defense) is in 
2. May the president make laws? charge of the army. 
: 3. The president prepares the government's 
3. May the president declare war? ‘coun badaet : 


4. The president keeps the (judges‘ Congress) 
4. Is there a Department of the Treasury? informed on the state of the nation. 
ecg $. The president appoints the federal 
5. Is there a Department of Transportation? (laws judges). 


Shee ade 


2. Be 


JUDICIAL BRANCH GOVERNMENT 


The Federal Court System 


Washington, D.C. < 


The Supreme Court 


5. The president appoints the federal court 
Judges. 


LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT 


FEDERAL STATE 


Powers of the 
Federal 
Government 


Powers of the 
State Government 


1. The postal system is the responsibility of 
the (state/ federal) government. 

2. Enforcing the law is a (shared; loca!) 
power. 

3. Establishing schools is a (shared; state) 
power. 


4. The federal government is the 
(lowest/ highest) level of government. 


5. Declaring war is the power of the 


(state/ federal) government. 


F | 


' LOCAL GOVERNMENT ee 


MAJOR POWERS 


Pubbe Utilities 


Individual Rights and Responsibilities 


Freedom to held Freeéom to express Freedom to ask ocr Freeéom te peat Freedom to practee AZ persons accused of No one may search cur 
metiag Merisnp seas and opmsota. No government to pass books, sews papers, the rekpoa cfyocr acrime susirecene bomes We hare the 
toest be peacefal one may tpeak falsely laws acc magarmer No coe Choxt fax and eqoal right to bear arms to 
abdost other cttent way price thangs that treacmest under the protect conetver 
bert ost Gtitems ue 


Duties of j 


Amercas for =e ADtrxas Murs Set ADEMcas CKuress Boe 
teudy m coert obey the las help to defend the cate 


1, What are three freedoms guaranteed in the 
Bill of Rights? 

2. The local government is in charge of 2. What are three duties of citizenship? 

regulation of trade. 


3. What are three powers of local 
government? 


3. Freedom of the press is guaranteed in the 
Bill of Rights. 


4. Freedom of speech is guaranteed in the Bill 
of Rights. 


4. What is meant by freedom of the press? 


5. Citizens must serve as jurors if called. 


RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT 


pS SSIES Sa ee See ae | a Ed 


The government must be concerned with . . . 


CP) rrwervereene 
1. Is education a responsibility of the 
government? 


2. Are animals a responsibility of the 
government? - 


3. Is corruption a problem in the government? 


1. Taking care of international relations is a 
part of (business/ foreign policy). 


4. Pollution from a building is related to 
(corruption) the environment). 
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VOCABULARY 


Legistative Branch Judicial Branch treaty energy 


The Government 


There are three branches of government, the 
legislative, the executive, and the judicial. The 
Senate and the House of Representatives are the 
two houses of Congress that make up the 
legislative branch of the government. The 
legislative branch makes the laws. The laws must 
be approved by the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. 


The executive branch enforces the laws. The 
executive branch includes the president, vice 
president, and the cabinet. The president of the 
United States can approve or veto bills. He is the 
head of the armed forces. The president also 


GOVERNMENT 


The judicial branch has many types of courts. 
The Supreme Court is the highest court in the 
United States. Judges and juries hear cases that 
are brought before them all across the land. 

Running a government is very difficult. The 
government must be concerned with education, 
transportation, national defense, agriculture, 
poverty, and many other areas that affect all of us. 


prepares the budget and proposes laws. 
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ATIME LINE OF CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE 20TH CENTURY US. 


1941: President Franklin D. Roosevelt outlaws discrimination in employment in the 
defense industry. 


1942: The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) is formed to work for black equality. 
1946: President Harry S. Truman's Committee on Civil Rights suggests 27 civil 
rights acts to end discrimination: none is enacted. 

1947: CORE stages its first freedom ride to challenge segregation on interstate 
transit. 

1948: President Truman desegregates the armed forces. : 

1954: In the case Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka. Kansas, the Supreme 
Court declares that “separate but equal” schools for black and white children are 
unconstitutional. 


1955: Rosa Parks, a black resident of Montgomery, Alabama, is arrested for refus- 
ing to move to the back of a city bus. 

1957: Martin Luther King, Jr. organizes a bus boycott in Montgomery that eventu- 
ally forces the bus company to accept desegregation. 

1957: Congress passes the Civil Rights Act to study racial conditions in the U.S. 
1957: Martin Luther King, Jr. creates the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) that uses nonviolent means to protest discrimination. 


1960: The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee ({SNCC) forms during lunch- 
counter sit-ins in Greensboro, North Carolina. The members support militant non- 
violent action instead of nonaggressive nonviolence. 

1962: The Council of Federated Organizations forms to register black voters. 


1962: Federal troops protect the right of James Meredith, a black student, to enroll 
at the University of Mississippi. The troops remain at the school until Meredith 


graduates the following year. 
1963: In Detroit, 200.000 people march for racial equality. 
1963: Protests in Bi , Alabama, in April and May get national media 


attention because police use fire hoses and dogs to break up demonstrations. 
1963: Medgar Evers, a field secretary for the NAACP, is shot and killed. 
1963: A crowd of 250,000 participate in the March on Washington in August. 


1964: Congress passes the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that bans all discrimination th 
public places, creates the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. and guar- 
antees equal voting rights for blacks. 


1964: The 24th Amendment to the Constitution, which outlaws poll taxes. is 
ratified. 


1964: Martin Luther King. Jr., is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 


1964: Three young civil rights workers, Michael Schwerner, Andrew Goodman, and 
James Chaney, are murdered in Mississippi because they were registering black 
voters. 


1965: A march for black voting rights is stopped in Selma, Alabama, because of 
violence. 
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1965: Congress passes the Voting Rights Act, which outlaws tests that were used 
to prevent black people from registering to vote. 


1965: In August. 34 die and $35 million in property damage occurs in riots in the 
Watts section of Los Angeles. 


1966: In Chicago, 4,200 National Guardsmen are used to stop race riots. 


1967: In the first 9 months of 1967, a total of 164 riots break out throughout 

the U.S. 

1967: President Lyndon Johnson's National Advisory Committee finds that racism 
is the main cause of all of the recent riots. 

1968: Martin Luther King, Jr.. is killed in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4. Mass 
riots break out in more than 40 cities. Rev. Ralph Abernathy takes over the presi- 
dency of the SCLC. 


1968: Congress passes the Civil Rights Act of 1968 that outlaws housing discrimi- 
. nation and harassment of civil-rights workers. 


1969: The Congressional Black Caucus forms. 


1972: Congress passes the Equal Employment Opportunity Act that allows for the 
special hiring and promotion of women and minorities. 


AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN WARS 
1. American Revolution “™ 1775-1781 
2. War of 1812 1812-1815 
3. Mexican War - 1846-1848 
4. Civil War 1861-1865 
5. Spanish-American War 1898 
6. World War I ; 1917-1918 
7 World War II 1941-1945 
8. Korean War 1950-1953 
9. Vietnam War 1957-1975 
10. Persian Gulf War 1990-1991 


EXCEPTIONAL 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN WOMEN 


1. Maya Angelon, (1928-), writer, poet 

2. Elizabeth Arden, (1878-1966), leader in the cosmetics industry 
3. Ethel Barrymore, (1879-1959). actress 
4 


. Gwendolyn Brooks, (1917- ), writer and first black woman to win a Pulitzer 
Prize for poetry 


5. Pearl S. Buck, (1892-1973). writer and first woman to win the Nobel Prize for 
literature 


6. Rachel Carson, (1907-1964), writer and environmentalist 


7. Ella C. Deloria, (1888-1971), a Dakota Sioux who devoted her life to the study 
and preservation of Native American culture 
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ALL ABOUT ELECTION DAY 


1. Election Day is in November. It is the first Tuesday after the first Monday. 


2. On this day, Americans elect leaders for their cities, states, and nation. Every four years, 
Americans elect a president and vice president. 


3. For many months before Election Day, there is a campaign. The candidates visit many differ- 
ent places. They make speeches. They advertise on radio and TV. 


| Axes! 
St Oh OF 


4. Citizens eighteen years old and over may vote. No one can know how another person votes. 
There 1s a secret ballot. 


5. The voter walks into the voting booth. A curtain closes. The voter votes for the candidates he 
or she likes. When the voter is finished, the machine counts the vote. The curtain opens. 


6. The polls close in the evening. The counting begins. 
7. It takes a few days to add all the votes. But computers can often tell the winner after a few 


61 
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Name Date 


ELECTION DAY: EXERCISES 


I. Do you know these words? Find the words in the story. Draw a line under them. Copy the words 
Write the meanings. 


elect citizen secret 
election campaign voting booth 
city candidate polls 

state visit computer 
nation speech winner 
president advertise four 

vice president vote eighteen 


IL Complete the sentences. 
1. 


Day is the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 


2. Every _ sears, Americans elect a president and vice president. 
8. Citizens _____Sséprearrss old or over may vote. 
4. Americans vote with a____ ballot. 


5. Candidates make speeches. They on TV and radio. 


GENERAL ELECTION SAMPLE BALLOT ge Ly. 


eee et ee ee ee ohne ths eo. 


Boas Pease | Soe, eee] Oe cess | 


LET'S TALK ABOUT ELECTION DAY 


DO YOU KNOW. ... 

1. Who is the president of the United States now? 
2. Who is the vice president? 

3. Who is the governor of your state? 

4. Who is the mayor of your town or city? 

5. Who is the principal of your school? 

6. Who are the candidates for office this year? 


. What political parties are they from? 


© 1990 by Elizabeth Claire 
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8. How often are elections for these offices? 


9. What day is Election Day? 
10. Where can people in your neighborhood vote? 


11. Who is the leader of your country? 
12. Is he or she elected by the people? 
13. How often are elections for this office? 
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PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BASED ON THE READINGS ATTACHED. 


1. WHAT ARE THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT? 


2. WHAT BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT MAKES LAWS? 


3. WHAT BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT IS THERE AN ELECTION FOR THIS NOVEMBER? WHAT 
POSITION? 


4. WHAT BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT HAS THE POWER TO DECLARE WAR? 


5. WHAT PIECE OF PAPER DEFINES THE THREE BRANCES OF LAW? 


6. WHAT IS THE THE BILL OF RIGHTS? 


7. WHAT IS THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENEDENCE? 


8. LIST THE THREE ENTITIES INVOLVED. IN MAKING A BILL BECOME A LAW. 


H Ss oreeeeeaewees,. F 
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9. NAME THREE ENTITIES IN THE PRESIDENT’S CABINET? 


10. LIST THREE POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT. 


11. WHO ARE THE OFFICIALS IN THE JUDICIAL BRANCH? WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE HIGHEST 
COURT? 


12. LIST THE FOUR LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. 


13. LIST 3 MAJOR POWERS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 


14. LIST THREE FREEDOMS SECURED BY THE BILL OF RIGHTS. 


15. LIST THE THREE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT. LIST THE THREE YOU FEEL MOST 
IMPORTANT. 


16. WHAT ARE CIVIL RIGHTS? 


17. WHAT DOES DESEGREGATE MEAN? 


18. WHAT LAW PASSED IN 1965? 


19. WHAT ARE THE TWO MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES? 


AND 


20. WHY DO PEOPLE VOTE? 


21. WHAT IS AN EDUCATED VOTER? 


22. ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 
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http://eslexcellence.zooglepages.com/JUNETHE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH LESSON _TP.pdf 


http://eslexcellence.zooglepages.com/JUNETHE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH LESSON _TP.pdf 


¢ THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH VIRTUAL CLASSROOM LESSON 


¢ AMINI LEGISLATIVE BRANCH PRESENTATION LESSON 


¢ TEACHING TIPS 


¢ SAMPLE SPANISH AND ENGLISH PARENT LETTERS ON READING 


* READY MADE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH AND ENGLISH GRAMMAR REVIEW HANDOUTS 


¢ MULTILEVEL ESL CONTENT AREA RECOMMENDED BOOKS 


* BONUS US GOVERNMENT MADE EASY VIRTUAL LESSON AND PRESENTATION 


THIS IS A GREAT PACKET FOR EDUCATORS! 


http://eslexcellence.zooglepages.com/JUNETHE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH LESSON _TP.pdf 
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GREAT BOOKS USED IN THIS LESSON AND RECOMMENDED: 


CHIPS, BARBARA. ETAL. CONTENT CONNECTION. NEW JERSEY: SANTILLANA PUBLISHING, 


CLAIRE, ELIZABETH. ESL TEACHERS HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES KIT, NEW YORK: SIMON AND 
SHUSTER COMPANY, 


SENN, J.A. THE TEACHERS BOOK OF LISTS FOR LEARNNG, NEW YORK: SCHOLASTIC, 


Engtish asa 
Second 


Language 7 


PROFESSOR SNYDER, MSED, TESOL 
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